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Our Mission
Bennett Public Schools, the center of community learning, shall strive to provide a safe environment for our children and youth to acquire knowledge, skills and values to become self-sufficient citizens by providing personalized learning experiences for all students in innovative partnerships with all segments of the community.

Bennett Middle School offers many ways to communicate with your students teachers.  
1. Make an appointment by calling the middle school office at 
    303-644-3234 x 5000.
2. Leave a message on their voicemails.
3. E-mail.
You can access your students’ teachers’ e-mails by visiting our website @ www.bennett29j.k12.co.us.  
	Infinite campus (our grading and attendance program) is encouraged  for parents/guardians to keep track of your students progress, grades, behavior, and attendance.  Please pick up an enrollment form at the middle school office.
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Diana Hagen – Art
David Richards – Science & P.E.
Rachel Thompson – Special Education
Melinda Small – Science
Sarah Nichols – Language Arts
Robert Pipal – Social Studies
Corrine Hummel – Math
Craig Doering – Social Studies
Jan Lash – Math
Corey Phillips – Math

Sara Turrell – Language Arts
Marty VanBuskirk – Social Studies
Kim Wollenberg – Language Arts
Erin Davis – Counseling, Science 6
Jessica Kinsey – P.E.
Crystal Menke – Earth Science
JaLee Daniel – Instrumental Music
Debra Marcus – Vocal Music
Kristy Llanes – Registrar
Sharron Coover – Administrative Assistant
Irene Ibarra – Custodian






VISITORS AND GUESTS

	All visitors entering the building are required to stop at the office and state their business, as student safety is a paramount responsibility of the District.  We welcome and encourage parental involvement and visitation in our schools.  We also welcome anyone else who has a legitimate reason for being in the building.  

	Students are discouraged from bringing guests to school.  The teachers are not prepared or equipped to have an additional person in class.  All guests must be approved through the office in advance.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
ADMISSION
	Students are admitted to Bennett Middle School upon submitting evidence of satisfactory completion of the fifth grade and promotion to the sixth grade or evidence of successful completion of a program and transfer from another school.  Students that reside within school boundary lines need to show proof of residency.  
	Students wanting admission to Bennett Middle School need to apply and submit needed documentation.  This information will be reviewed by administration and a decision made about admission.

ADMISSION TO SEVENTH GRADE
	All seventh grade students are required by law to have documentation of a second MMR vaccination and must have started the Hepatitis B series of shots (documentation must also be provided for evidence of shot sequence completion) before they are allowed to start school.

ASSIGNMENT OF STUDENTS TO CLASSES
	New students entering from public schools and private schools accredited by the Colorado Department of Education shall be placed in grades and classes on the basis of their grade placement/credits in the school from which they are transferring.
	The district administration, through academic achievement tests and other evaluation measures as found necessary, shall determine the appropriate grade level/credit status of students transferring from home schools or private schools that have not been accredited by the Colorado Department of Education.

ATTENDANCE
	One criteria of a student’s success in school is regular and punctual attendance.  Frequent absences may lead to poor academic work, lack of social development and possible academic failure.  Regular attendance is of the utmost importance for school interest, social adjustment, and scholastic achievement.   No single factor may interfere with a student’s progress more quickly than frequent tardies or absences.
	The following shall be considered excused absences:
1. A student who is temporarily ill or injured, or whose absence is approved by the administrator for pre-arranged circumstances of a serious nature, which cannot be taken care of outside of school hours.
2. A student who is absent for an extended period due to physical, mental, or emotional disability.
3. A student who is attending any school-sponsored activity or activities of an educational nature with advance approval by the administration.
4. Medical and dental appointments with a Physician’s note.
5. If your student will be absent for a long period of time please call the school.

	Students are required by state law to attend school for 1,056 hours during each school year. We have 1560 hours of instructional time.  These extra hours are for weather situations.  
When an absence from school is necessary or unavoidable, the following procedures should be followed by parents and students:
1. All absences, except those due to sickness must be approved ahead of time by the administration.
2. Absences due to sickness:  On the day of the absence, parents should call the office, 303-644-3234 X 5000 or 303-644-3234 X 5460, and report the absence, indicating the reason.







3. Any student who is late to school in the morning should report to the office for a tardy pass to class.  He/she is not allowed to report directly to class. 
4. Parents will be contacted to set up an attendance plan if their students’ attendance pattern is not in good standing with state law.
5. Students are considered late for school until 8:10 A.M.  Beginning at 8:10 A.M. students are considered absent.   
6. If a student becomes ill during the day, he/she must report to the office.  The school secretary will call parents to come to school and pick up the student.  
The following are valid reasons for being absent:
1. Illness
2. Death in family	
3. Authorized school activity
4. Medical or dental attention – when a student goes to the doctor please provide a medical note.

UNEXCUSED ABSENCES
	An unexcused absence is defined as an absence that is not covered by one of the foregoing exceptions.  Each unexcused absence shall be entered on the student’s record.  The parent or guardian of the student receiving an unexcused absence shall be notified by the district of the unexcused absences on their attendance reports.  

CLOSED CAMPUS
	The middle school campus is closed to all students between the time that students arrive at school in the morning and the time that they leave school in the afternoon (7:45 a.m. – 3:45 p.m.).  Students are not allowed to leave campus at any time.  Any students leaving school during the day must be checked out by a parent or someone designated by a parent.

CHECKING OUT OF SCHOOL
	Any student leaving school for any reason before school is dismissed, or before his/her school day ends, must be checked out through the office by the documented parent/guardian.  Students attempting to leave school without written or verbal permission may be subject to disciplinary action.

SCHOOL RULES AND REGULATIONS

TARDINESS TO CLASS
	A tardy is defined as arriving to class sometime after the final class bell has sounded.  Due to the disruptive nature of tardiness and the effect upon the rights of the non-tardy students to uninterrupted learning, penalties shall be imposed for excessive tardiness.  A student who receives 3 or more tardies per week shall receive detention and or suspension, depending on the frequency and number of tardies.  

	The Following Guideline is new to 2010/2011.
BACKPACKS
Backpacks are to be stored in the student’s locker.  Backpacks are not allowed to be taken from class to class. Leaving backpacks in the hallways and in the aisles of classrooms creates safety hazards as well as the increased risk of items being stolen when left unattended.

HALL PASSES
	Students that need to leave the classroom must have their planner.  The planner serves as a hall pass.









ACADEMICS

	Every middle school class has an established set of student expectations and minimal levels of competency students must possess to be successful in their academic pursuits.  Students not meeting these levels of proficiency may receive additional help before school (7:45 – 8:00) and after school (3:20 – 3:45) from individual teachers  by appointment.  	
Students may also stay after school for a “homework help” class after school from 3:20p.m. – 4:00p.m.
	It is expected that every student possess the basic educational materials for every class they attend.  Each student is given responsibility for attending class prepared to learn.

TURNING IN ASSIGNMENTS
	Students at Bennett Middle School are expected to meet deadlines established by their teachers for turning in assignments.  Assignments not turned in on time will result in lowered grades.  When a student is absent from school, he/she has one day for each day absent in order to make up work unless arrangements are made with the teacher for a longer period of time.

	The following guide lines are new for the 2010/2011 school year:
	
	Grade Level
	Past due date to end of unit
	Past unit completion to end of quarter

	6th Grade
	Students will receive up to 80 %
	Students will receive up to 50%

	7th Grade
	Students will receive up to 75%
	Students will receive up to 50%

	8th Grade
	Students will receive up to 70%
	Students will receive zero credit


	 

REPORT CARDS/PROGRESS REPORTS
	The school year is divided into four grading periods, or quarters.  Report cards will be mailed or
 E-mailed home at the end of each quarter.  A report on the progress of students will be mailed to parents/ guardians throughout the year.  Progress reports let students and parents know what the student’s cumulative grades are in his/her classes.  Bennett Middle School will utilize notifications as much as possible.
	It is the responsibility of the student to keep well informed of his/her progress in any subject area between grading periods.   

HONOR ROLL
	Students achieving a scholarship average of 3.0 (B average) or better are eligible for the honor roll.  The honor roll has three classifications:  superintendent’s list is a straight “A” average (4.0); principal’s list is an average of 3.5+; and honor roll is an average of 3.0+.

























MIDDLE SCHOOL RETENTION POLICY
	We believe that all students attending Bennett Middle School can achieve success in all subjects, if they have the desire and utilize all available resources.
	It is the student’s responsibility to maintain passing grades in assigned classes and abide by school rules and regulations while in attendance.

	RETENTION will be based on one or more of the following criteria:
1. Two yearly failing grades (F) in: Math, Science, Reading, Language Arts, and Social Studies may result in RETENTION to the same grade level so that the academic deficiencies can be remediated.
· A parent will be contacted continuously throughout the year regarding their student’s educational progress.  (Progress Reports, Parent/Teacher meetings, Report Cards)  Parent and students are responsible for seeking remediation when students experience academic difficulties.
· A student will not be retained if he/she meets all of the following criteria:
i. Minimum attendance of 95% during the regular school year and the summer school program/alternative education program.
ii. No expulsions
iii. Successful completion of a summer school program or alternative education program or in the areas of failure The student will be required to pass approved summer school classes or alternative education program to remediate the student’s specific deficiencies in the failed areas.  (Upon successful completion, the student will be promoted and assigned to a full schedule including elective classes.)
2. Parental and staff concurrence that retention is best for the student.


































SCHOOL DRESS
	The students, parents & faculty of Bennett Middle School believe the way student’s dress reflects their feelings about the school and themselves.  Students should have pride in their appearance.
	  
		
In addition to Board Policy JICA, the following rules will apply any time a student is on school grounds or at any school activity 24/7:
1. All shirts must cover the midsection, breasts, and shoulders.
2. Male undershirts may not be worn unless a buttoned or fully closed shirt is worn over them.
3. Sunglasses, ANY headwear, and “dangling” belts or chains, are not permitted at any time for either gender within the building.  This includes, but is not limited to:  bandanas, do-rags, hats, scarves, etc.
4. Shorts, dresses, skirts or other similar clothing shorter than the fingertip of the middle finger when the arm is at the side of the body is not permitted. 
5. Sagging or “see-thru” clothing that exposes any undergarments or traditionally private areas of the body when the student is standing OR sitting will not be allowed.  This includes the exposure of bra-straps and underwear.
6. Spandex shorts may not be worn alone, but may be worn with appropriate length shorts worn over them.
7. Obscene, suggestive, or questionable words, insignia, slogans or pictures will not be allowed.  This also includes clothing that promotes the use of drugs, alcohol, tobacco, or has sexual connotations.  For example:  the playboy bunny is not tolerated even if it is tied to a music group or clothing/product line.  
8. Sleepwear of ANY kind will not be permitted.  Slippers are not acceptable footwear.
9. Staff members have the discretion to deem apparel as inappropriate if they feel the apparel is hindering or causing a distraction to the educational environment of the school.
10. Hats are not allowed in the building and need to be stored in lockers.

If you are in violation of the dress code above or board policy JICA, the following will occur:
1. You will be asked to change your apparel in one of the following ways:
a. Exchange your garment for one provided by the office that is appropriate.
     Your garment will be returned to you at the end of the school day.
b. Go home and change your clothing and receive an unexcused
                          absence for the time you will miss.
                      c. Change into your own acceptable clothing.

8th Grade Promotion
(New for the 2010/2011 school year)
Students that are in the 8th grade will need to adhere to the following middle school policy in order to participate in promotion activities;

1. Grade average is important to participation.  Students must maintain a D average in each class in order to participate. 
2. Any student that has been suspended for a total of three days or more will not be able to participate in promotion activities.  If any student has been suspended for being in possession of weapons, drug paraphernalia or who has engaged in fighting on school grounds will not be able to participate.
3. Any student with more than 6 absences per semester that are not excused with proper documentation will not be able to participate in promotion activities. 
Documentation may include but is not limited to:
a. A signed doctor’s note
b. Newspaper article involving funeral dates or death notice
c. Court documentation
4. If the administration has any other reason to deny a student access to promotion parents will be notified.
5. All fees must be paid prior to the ceremony.




ELECTRONIC DEVICES/CELL PHONES

If a student must have a cell phone, it is to be turned off between 8:00 a.m. and 3:20 p.m.  If a student needs to be contacted during school hours please call the main office.  All cell phones used during school hours will be confiscated.
	All electronic devices are best left at home.   Bennett 29J is not responsible for lost or stolen items.

                                                                                                                                File: JICJ 
                                                                                                                                Adopted:  September 19, 2002
	                                                                                                              Bennett S.D. 29J
                                                                                Revised: 
                                                                                       May 20, 2010

Student Use of Electronic Communication Devices

The Board of Education recognizes that electronic communication devices can play a vital communication role during emergency situations.  However, ordinary use of electronic communication devices in school situations disrupts and interferes with the educational process and is not acceptable.  For purposes of this policy, “electronic communication devices” include cell phones, beepers, pagers, walkie-talkies, and any other telecommunications device that emits an audible signal, vibrates, displays a message, or otherwise summons or delivers a communication to the possessor (e.g., Blackberry, Palm Pilot, etc.).

Students may carry electronic communication devices but these devices must be turned off inside school buildings, on school buses at school-sponsored activities and on field trips. In these locations, electronic communication devices may be used only during emergencies.  For purposes of this policy, “emergency” shall mean an actual or imminent threat to public health or safety, which may result in loss of life, injury or property damage.

Electronic communication devices with cameras are prohibited in locker rooms, bathrooms, or other locations where such operation may violate the privacy rights of another person.

It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that the device is turned off and out of sight during unauthorized times.  Violation of this policy and/or use that violates any other district policy shall result in disciplinary measures and confiscation of the electronic communication device.  Confiscated devices shall be returned to the student only after a conference with the parent/guardian, student and school personnel.  The building principal or designee may also refer the matter to law enforcement, as appropriate.

The district shall not be responsible for loss, theft or destruction of electronic communication devices brought onto school property.


CROSS REFS.:	JIC and subcodes, Student Conduct
	JIH, Student Interrogations, Searches and Arrests
	JK and subcodes, Student Discipline

DANGEROUS WEAPONS AT SCHOOL
	The Board of Education determines that possession and/or use of a weapon by students is detrimental to the welfare and safety of the students and school personnel within the district.
	Possession and /or use of any dangerous or deadly weapon in any school building, on school grounds, in any school vehicle or at any school-sponsored activity is prohibited.  Such weapons include but are not limited to any pistol, revolver, rifle, shotgun, air gun or spring gun, slingshot, bludgeon, brass knuckles or artificial knuckles of any kind, fixed blade with a blade that measures longer than three inches in length or a spring loaded knife or pocket knife with a blade that is longer than 3 and ½ inches, or any other instrument or device that is defined as, or is held to be, a dangerous weapon under the laws of the State of Colorado.
	The possession or use of any such weapon shall require that proceedings for the suspension and / or expulsion of the student involved shall immediately be initiated by the principal.

BICYCLES
	All bicycles are to be parked and locked between the hours of 8:00 and 3:20.  The school will take every precaution to guard these vehicles; however, we cannot assume any responsibility for any theft or damage which may occur.



MOTOR VEHICLES
	Middle school students are not to drive any motor vehicles on school grounds.

WILLFUL MISCONDUCT/PRANKS
	In the event that any mischievous act by a student or students disrupts/destroys/damages personal or school property, the student will be disciplined to the fullest degree as determined by the principal.  This may include non-participation in ceremonies or events, payment in full for damage sustained, suspension and/or expulsion.

FOOD/CANDY/POP
	Food, Candy, Gum and Pop are not allowed in middle school classrooms.  Food, Gum and Candy products may not be purchased from vending machines during the school day. Drinks such as AMP, Monster, Red Bull or others such drinks are not allowed on Bennett Middle school grounds.  If such a drink is brought into the school building it will be confiscated and thrown away.

Expectations Concerning Student Conduct
CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR AND DISCIPLINE
	Each classroom teacher is charged with the responsibility of providing an educational program and classroom climate conducive to learning for each student.  Each student in turn is charged with the responsibility of coming to the classroom on time with materials and cooperating with the classroom teacher.  Any student who refuses to accept the responsibility for his/her own learning or who disrupts the learning process of other students will be disciplined by the classroom teacher.  Teachers have the authority to develop reasonable rules related to pupil expectations within their particular classroom, provided they do not conflict with already established school policies.
	In addition, the classroom teacher has the authority to take any reasonable disciplinary action which would maintain desirable learning conditions within the classroom.
	
	Students who fail to meet their detention obligations or make arrangements will be moved to LEVEL 1 penalties.  This detention time will be added to their present detention obligations.  Willful failure to serve an assigned detention will move the student to LEVEL 2 penalties.  Parent will be notified of their student’s failure to meet their detention obligations.

FIGHTING
	One of the most serious threats to a good educational atmosphere is the existence of ill feelings between students.  It is not uncommon for such friction to arise; however, physical conflict is not tolerated.  If a disagreement should develop between students, assistance is available from a teacher, counselor or administrator.  Mature behavior is an important goal for every student of Bennett Schools.  
Students who engage in physical conflict, regardless of who initiated the conflict, will be investigated and consequences rendered as needed. The police will be contacted as deemed necessary by administration.  Be aware that consideration will be given to all parties involved.
	Differentiation in consequences-length and severity of punishment will be dependent upon the principal’s judgment on the following factors:  
1. Who started the fight?
2. Who elevated the conflict to a higher level (words to pushes to blows to use of unreasonable force to use of weapons, etc...).
3. Severity of injury incurred by one, both, or several parties involved.
4. Length of conflict (time).
5. Demonstrable effort on the part of either individual to put a halt to the conflict and to seek responsible intervention.
6. Record of previous involvements in physical conflict.
7. Previous warning by principal not to engage in fighting (consequence is suspension for direct refusal to follow principal’s direction.)
8. Demonstrable effort on the part of either individual to seek intervention/help from a school staff member as the conflict developed.
The purpose of this procedure is to eliminate physical conflict in the school setting.  The school setting is a place where every individual must learn, among other things, how to function as law-abiding and responsible citizens in society.



STUDENT CONDUCT ON SCHOOL BUSES
	Riding on our school buses is a privilege, not a right, and is contingent upon a student’s good behavior and observance of established regulations for student conduct both at bus stops and on board buses.
	The driver of a school bus shall be responsible for the safety of the students on their bus, both during the ride and while students are entering or leaving the vehicle.  Therefore, it is the bus driver’s duty to notify the supervisor of transportation and the principal of the school involved if any student persists in violating the established rules of conduct.

CAFETERIA BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS
	The cafeteria will provide lunches for those students who desire to purchase lunches at school.  Please be sure to follow the rules below.
1. Students are allowed to choose their own seat.  Once a choice has been made the student should remain there through the lunch period.
2. Students are allowed to eat their food in a safe environment, using eating etiquette.
3. Students are allowed to eat only the food they purchased or bring to school.
4. Students are allowed to clean the area where they ate if a mess is made.
5. Students are allowed to sit on the chairs in the cafeteria and save all other surfaces for their intended purpose.
6. Students are allowed to smile and engage in conversation with friends during lunch.
7. Students are allowed to be responsible in the cafeteria; they need to refrain from throwing food.

BEHAVIOR AT ASSEMBLIES
	A variety of assemblies may be held for students at Bennett Middle School throughout the school year.  Student’s behavior in assemblies is a great indication of the kind of pride students have in themselves and in their school.  Students should be attentive during assembly programs and refrain from conversation, booing, or other disruptive manner.  

BEHAVIOR AT ATHLETIC EVENTS
	Bennett Middle School has an extensive sports program.  Our students compete in football, volleyball, basketball, wrestling, and track.  Our athletes are some of the best in the league; and all students should exhibit spirit and pride in our teams.
	Clubs or activity groups who travel under Bennett School District sanctions are representative of the student body and community.  Any misbehavior resulting in embarrassment on the student, organization, staff, school or community will result in disciplinary action.
	A Bennett School Student Should:
	1.	Respect the athletic opponents and officials and treat them as guests.
	2.	Respect the rights of the spectators.
	3.  	Respect the judgment of coaches and officials.
	4.	Respect the property and authority of all schools.
5.	Respect the pep club, team members, as well as the property and faculty of the other schools.
6.           Eat and drink only in the designated areas.
7.	Never “boo” the officials or players at any time.
8.	Be modest in victory and gracious in defeat.
9.	Cheer an injured player when he/she is removed from the game.

	If a student fails to abide by the above rules, he/she will be asked to leave and their privileges to attend future athletic events could be jeopardized.  This includes players as well as spectators.  Depending on the severity of rule infraction, penalties may include:
1. If a LEVEL 2 or 3 violations occurs and is substantiated, the student will be removed from the club or organization.
2. For any future out-of-town activities, parent will be responsible for transporting their student and providing all necessary supervision.  Sponsors will meet the students at the designated activity and provide necessary supervision only during the activity period of time.





CARE OF PROPERTY AND BUILDING
	A school building such as Bennett Middle School is something of which to be proud.  If proper care is taken, our building will continue to look attractive for years to come.
	Students are responsible for the proper care of books, supplies and furniture supplied by the school.  Students, who disfigure property, break windows, or do other damage to school property or equipment will be required to pay for the damage done or replace the item and be subject to disciplinary action.
	
SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS
	During the school year, we use substitute teachers for those regular teachers who may be ill or involved in an activity.  Students are reminded that substitute teachers have the same authority as the regular teachers.  Substitute teachers shall report to the office any student who does not follow the class rules or causes a disturbance.

PROJECTILES
	To protect against possible damage and/or injury there will be no throwing of snowballs around buildings or parking lots.  This prohibition includes rocks, dirt clods, and other projectiles.  The prohibition is in effect on all school grounds, including the football field, parking lots, practice fields, etc.

ON THE SPOT CORRECTION
	All staff members have the responsibility to attempt to correct undesirable behavior whether it occurs within their classroom, or other areas of the building, or on the school grounds.  Sometimes with minor disciplinary occurrences, a simple word of correction is all that is required to resolve the problem.

VANDALISM
	Every citizen of the district, each student, and members of the police department are urged by the board to cooperate in reporting any incidents of vandalism to property belonging to the district and the name(s) of the person/persons believed to be responsible.
	While every effort will be made to solve such problems locally, the superintendent is authorized to sign a criminal complaint and to press charges against perpetrators of vandalism against school property, and is further authorized to delegate authority to sign such complaints and to press charges.


























BENNETT MIDDLE SCHOOL DISCIPLINE RULES
File:  JICDA
Effective:
February 15, 2001
Bennett S.D. 29J
CODE OF CONDUCT
The principal may suspend or recommend expulsion of a student who engages in one or more of the following activities while in school buildings, school grounds, in school vehicles or during a school sponsored activity and in certain cases when the behavior occurs off school property.

1. Causing or attempting to cause damage to school property or stealing or attempting to steal school property of value.
2. Causing or attempting to cause damage to private property or stealing or attempting to steal private property.
3. Commission of any act which if committed by an adult would be robbery or assault as defined by state law.  Expulsion shall be mandatory in accordance with state law except for commission of third degree assault.
4. Violation of criminal law which has an immediate effect on the school or on the general safety or welfare of students or staff.
5. Violation of district policy or building regulations.
6. Violation of the district’s policy on dangerous weapons in the schools.  Expulsion shall be mandatory for carrying, bringing, using or possession of a dangerous weapon without the authorization of the school or school district, unless the student has delivered the firearm or weapon to a teacher, administrator or other authorized person in the district as soon as possible upon discovering it, in accordance with state law.
7. Violation of the district’s alcohol use/drug abuse policy.  Expulsion shall be mandatory for sale of drugs or controlled substances, in accordance with state law. 
8. Violation of the districts violent and aggressive behavior policy.
9. Violation of the district’s tobacco-free schools policy.
10. Violation of the district’s policy on sexual harassment.
11. Throwing objects, unless part of a supervised school activity, that can cause bodily injury or damage property.
12. Directing profanity, vulgar language or obscene gestures toward other student’s school personnel or visitors to the school.
13. Engaging in verbal abuse, i.e., name calling, ethnic slurs, or derogatory statements addressed publicly to the others that precipitate disruption of the school program or incite violence.
14. Committing extortion, correction, coercion or blackmail, i.e., obtaining money or other objects of value from an unwilling person or forcing an individual to act through the use of force or threat of force.
15. Lying or giving false information, either verbally or in writing, to a school employee.
16. Scholastic dishonesty which includes but is not limited to cheating on a test, plagiarism or unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing written work.
17. Continued willful disobedience or open and persistent defiance of proper authority including deliberate refusal to obey a member of the school staff.
18. Behavior on or off school property which is detrimental to the welfare or safety of the other students or school personnel.
19. Repeated interference with the school’s ability to provide educational opportunities to other students.
20. Engaging in “hazing” activities, i.e., forcing prolonged physical activity, forcing excessive consumption of any substance, forcing prolonged deprivation of sleep, food, or during, or any other behavior which recklessly endangers the health or safety of an individual for purpose of initiation into any group.
21. Violation of the district’s dress code policy.
22. Violation of the district’s policy on student expression.
Each principal shall post a copy of these rules in a prominent place in each school and shall distribute a copy to each student.  Copies shall be available to any member of the public upon request.

LEGAL REFS:  C.R.S. 12-22-303 (7) (definition of controlled substance)
C.R.S.  18-3-202 et seq.  (offenses against person)
C.R.S.  18-4-301 et seq.  (offenses against property)
C.R.S. 19-9-124 (2) (a) (prohibition of hazing)
C.R.S.  22-32-109.1 (2) (A) (1) (duty to adopt policies on student conduct, safety and welfare)
C.R.S.  22-32-109.1 (2) (a) (11) (policy required as part of safe schools plan)
C.R.S. 22-32-109.1(9) (immunity provisions in safe schools law)
C.R.S. 22-33-106 (1) (a-e) (grounds for suspension, expulsion, denial of admission)
CROSS REFS:  ADC, Tobacco-Free Schools
ADD, Safe Schools
ECAC, Vandalism
GGB, Staff Personal Security and Safety
JBB*, Sexual Harassment
JIC, Student Dress Code
JICC, Student Conduct of School Buses
JICDD*, Violent and Aggressive Behavior
JICED*, Student Expression Rights
JICF, Secret Societies/Gang Activity
JICH, Drug and Alcohol Use by Students
JICI, Weapons in School
JK, Student Discipline
JKD/JKE, Suspension/Expulsion of Students
Note:	All Board policies with code containing the “JIC” are considered part of the legally-mandated code of conduct and discipline.	
	The punishment for violations set forth shall be administered according to these rules and regulations, applying due process procedures, and taking into consideration the seriousness of the offense and the potential rehabilitation of the student offender.

*Students who commit a LEVEL 1 offense will be recommended for a 30 minute after-school detention unless the severity of the violation justifies a more severe penalty.  Second time offenders will be recommended for two consecutive 30 minute after-school detentions.  Third time offenders will be moved to a LEVEL 2 penalty.  Parent will be notified of all LEVEL 1 violations.

















Rules for disciplinary actions

LEVEL 1 VIOLATIONS
(such as, but not limited to :)
1. CLASSROOM DISRUPTION
2. INSUBORDINATION
3. DISRESPECTFUL TO OTHERS
4. DISTURBANCE
5. INAPPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR
6. EXCESSIVE HANDS-ON ACTIVITIES
7. 3 OR MORE TARDIES DURING A ONE WEEK PERIOD
8. IN AN UNDESIGNATED/RESTRICTED AREA
9. INAPPROPRIATE COMPUTER USAGE
10. HARASSEMENT/BULLYING

*Students who commit a LEVEL 1 offense will be recommended for a 30 minute after-school detention unless the severity of the violation justifies a more severe penalty.  Second time offenders will be recommended for two consecutive 30 minute after-school detentions.  Third time offenders will be moved to a LEVEL 2 penalty.  Parent will be notified of all LEVEL 1 violations.

LEVEL 2 VIOLATIONS
(such as, but not limited to :)
1. FIGHTING/CHALLENGING TO FIGHT/INSTIGATING A FIGHT
2. WRITTEN OR VERBAL ASSAULT ON A STAFF MEMBER
3. DEFIANT BEHAVIOR
4. FIREWORKS
5. VANDALISM
6. THEFT
7. ENDANGERING THE SAFETY OF OTHERS
8. DITCHING CLASS/TRUANCY/LEAVING WITHOUT PERMISSION
9. DISRESPECTFUL TO TEACHERS/STAFF MEMBERS
10. VULGAR/OBSCENE LANGUAGE OR GESTURES
11. FORGERY
12. EXTORTION



(Level 2 violations continued)

13. WILLFUL MISCONDUCT/PRANKS
14. DISRESPECTFUL TO GUESTS/SUBSTITUTES
15. IN THE GIRLS LOCKER ROOM (MALES)
16. IN THE BOYS LOCKER ROOM (GIRLS)
17. WILLFUL FAILURE TO SERVE ASSIGNED DETENTION
18. THROWING OBJECTS (SNOWBALLS, ROCKS, ETC.)
19. LEAVING CAMPUS WITHOUT PERMISSION
20. HARMING SCHOOL/OTHERS PERSONAL PROPERTY
21. HARASSMENT/BULLYING

Students who commit a LEVEL 2 offense will be recommended for a 1 day (not to exceed 3 days) out of school suspension unless the severity of the violation justifies a more severe penalty.  Repeat violators will be recommended for an automatic 3-5 day out of school suspension.  Parents will be notified in all instances of LEVEL 2 violation. 

LEVEL 3 VIOLATIONS
(such as, but not limited to :)
1. POSSESSION OF WEAPONS OR DANGEROUS WEAPONS
2. PHYSICAL ASSAULT ON A STAFF MEMBER
3. SALE/USE/POSSESSION/UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF DRUGS OR ALCOHOL OR TOBACCO
4. ARSON 

Students who commit a LEVEL 3 offense will be recommended for a minimum out of school suspension of 5 days (an additional 5 day suspension may be requested by the Superintendent) and expulsion procedures may be implemented.  Parents will be notified and appropriate law enforcement officials may also be notified.








**	Teachers may decide that no credit will be given for class work missed during a student’s suspension.  (Exams will be rescheduled)
***	Upon a student’s acquisition of their second suspension  the administration will require the student, parent, and any necessary staff to develop a REMEDIAL DISCIPLINE PLAN.
****	Upon a student’s acquisition of their third suspension the administration may declare the student habitually disruptive and request EXPULSION proceeding begin.















Bully Free School Policy

Our district policy states:  The Board of Education supports a secure school climate, conducive to teaching and learning that is free from threat, harassment and any type of bullying.

Bullying is defined as any written or verbal expression, physical act or gesture, or a pattern thereof, which is intended to cause distress upon one or more students in the school environment.  For purposes of this policy, the school environment includes school buildings, grounds, vehicles, bus stops and all school-sponsored activities and events.

A student who engages in any act of bullying is subject to appropriate disciplinary action including suspension, expulsion and/or referral to law enforcement authorities.  The severity and pattern, if any, of the bullying behavior shall be taken into consideration when disciplinary decisions are made.

Bullying behavior includes but is not limited to, any of the following behaviors as indicated by the Bennett School District’s Violent and Aggressive Behavior policy:

1. Possession, threat with or use of a weapon.
2. Physical Assault – the act of striking or touching a person or that person’s property with a part of the body or with any object with the intent of causing hurt or harm.
3. Verbal Abuse – includes, but is not limited to swearing, screaming, obscene gestures or threats directed, either orally (including by telephone) or in writing, at an individual, his or her family or group.
4. Intimidation – an act intended to frighten or coerce someone into submission or obedience.
5. Extortion – the use of verbal or physical coercion in order to obtain financial or material gain from others.
6. Bullying – any written or verbal expression, physical act or gesture, or a pattern thereof, that is intended to cause distress on one or more students in the school environment as further described in the district’s Bullying Prevention and Education policy.
7. Gang Activity – as described in the district’s secret society/gang activity policy.
8. Cyber bullying – any verbal or written aggressive messages sent with the use of emails, texting, chat rooms ,etc. during school hours or with the use of school owned technological devices.

Teachers and administrators are responsible for the documentation of such incidences and the records are kept on file



GENERAL INFORMATION
STUDENT FEES, FINES, AND CHARGES
	There shall be no instructional fees.  Books shall be provided on a loan basis; no rental fee will be assessed for textbooks and materials throughout the year.  It is the responsibility of the student to maintain proper care of these materials.
	Students will need to pay lost, damaged or defaced books (including those checked out from the library), materials or equipment.  The fines will be for the amount of the loss.  
Students participating in activities which are not required by the teacher or used in the determination of a grade may be required to pay charges covering the cost of the activity.  Such charges may include, costs on field trips.  However, it is incumbent upon the teacher and principal to make every effort to be sure no student is denied the right to participate in trips or other enrichment activities because of lack of funds.
	All Students will be required to pay a general equipment charge of $5.00 which will cover the use and maintenance of all computers and printers.   In addition, all students (with the exception of band students) will be required to pay a P.E uniform charge of $15.00 as well as a $10.00 charge for Art supplies.  If your student has a uniform from last year, the uniform charge will be waived.








USE OF SCHOOL FACILITIES
	The Board of Education of Bennett School District 29J encourages the constructive use of school buildings and grounds by the community.  The Board gratefully acknowledges the pride which the people in the district have in their school facilities and thanks them for the cooperation which they have exhibited in caring for these facilities.  The following rules have been adopted to insure the maintenance of the district grounds and buildings so that they may continue to be enjoyed by the students and district residents for many years to come.
1. The use of school property is limited to activities authorized by the building principal and/or the superintendent.
2. Every use of school property and facilities must be approved in advance by the facility manager.  Contact Norma Jean Sexton at 303-524-5764 to obtain forms for facilities usage.
3. There is a curfew on school property from 11:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. except for permitted use of lighted areas.
4. Horses, mini-bikes, motorcycles, snowmobiles, and other vehicles, except authorized staff, student and municipal vehicles, and those of persons of official business, are prohibited from school grounds at all times.

WHAT TO DO IF:
1. YOU ARE BEING PICKED ON:  If another student is “picking on you” to the extent that is causing you a hardship or to the point where you might get into serious trouble, see as staff member.
2. YOU BECOME ILL:  If you become ill at any time during the school day report to the office.  Your parent will be called to take you home.
3. YOU WISH TO TRANSFER CLASSES: A student wishing to transfer a class must fill out the proper transfer form.  The transfer form is located at the main office.  Students have 3 days from the beginning of the quarter to complete a class transfer form.
4. YOU HAVE LOST OR MISPLACED A VALUABLE:  Go immediately to a teacher, the secretary or the principal.  Be prepared to give a complete description of the article.  Keep checking to see if the item has been turned in. 
5. YOU OBSERVE A STUDENT OR ADULT TAKING OR ABUSING PROPERTY THAT IS NOT HIS/HERS:  Please see any staff member and relate the observation immediately.  It is very important for the safety of everyone’s property that we work in very close harmony together to stop habits of this nature.  
6. IF YOU HAVE PERSONAL OR SCHOOL PROBLEMS: Your counselor or any staff members are responsible for assisting students with educational, personal, social, and vocational problems.  You are encouraged to discuss any problems that you might have with any staff member the student feels comfortable with.
7. LUNCH PERIODS: will not be changed unless authorized by the administration.

LOCKERS
	All lockers and other storage areas provided for student use on school premises remain the property of the school district and are provided to the student subject to inspection, access for maintenance, and search.  No student shall lock or otherwise impede access to any locker or storage area except with a lock provided by or approved by the principal. Unapproved locks shall be removed and destroyed.
Students will be issued lockers at the beginning of the school year.  Lockers are not to be exchanged or shared at any time.  Each student will be responsible for the orderliness and cleanliness of the locker.  If you decorate your locker, use easily removed materials.  Periodic inspection will be held by your teachers and the principal to see that lockers are kept neat and orderly.

LOST AND FOUND
	If any article is found on the school grounds, it is to be turned in to the office.  If you have lost anything at school, please contact the secretary or principal.  
	Items that are left in the lost and found area will be donated to Good Will once each semester.  Proper notification to the students will be given before items are donated.






MESSAGES/ TELEPHONE USAGES
	Each time a message is delivered to a student the entire class is disrupted.  Only those messages of extreme importance will be delivered immediately.  Other messages will be given to students when class will not be disrupted.  Students will be called to the phone only in an emergency.  If parents or others need to deliver materials, such as gym clothes, they should bring them to the main office.
	The purpose of the office is to serve the patrons, pupils, and teachers efficiently and courteously.  To do this, it is necessary that the office staff have the use of the telephone.
	Because of this need and the number of students enrolled, it is necessary to limit student calls on the office phone to severe emergencies only.  A phone is located in each classroom and students shall ask his/her teachers for permission to use the phone inside the classroom. 

ADMINISTRATING MEDICINES TO STUDENTS
1. Medication shall be in the original, properly-labeled container.  If it is a prescription medicine, the student’s name, name of the drug, dosage, time for administering, name of physician and current date shall be printed on the container.
2. The school shall have written permission from the parent/guardian and your personal physician to administer the medications.  When such a request is made by the parent/guardian, a full release from the responsibilities pertaining to the administration and consequences of such medications also must be presented to the principal by the student’s parent/guardian.
3. Any medication to be given to your student during school hours must be brought in by a parent or guardian.  Students at no time will be allowed to bring in their own prescriptions. Any medication brought in by your student will be taken by the office, a call will be made to parent/guardian, and no medication will be given to the student until a parent/guardian comes in to verify the count and correct medication was brought in.
All medication shall be safeguarded at school to avoid any risk that it may be improperly ingested by anyone.
	Medication may be given legally only by school personnel whom a registered nurse has trained and delegated the task of giving such medication.
	Over the counter medications per state law are not to be taken or kept by students at any time.  A staff member will take any medication away from a student and a parent/guardian will be called to pick the confiscated medication.

BUILDING HOURS
	Students are permitted and supervised on campus from 7:45 a.m. to 3:45 p.m.  Homework help and detention do go until 4:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday.
	 
DANCES
	When dances are held, those attending may not re-enter the dance once they have left.  Only Bennett Middle School students may attend a school-sponsored dance unless it has been approved by the building principal in advance.

STUDENT GIFTS AND SOLICITATIONS
	The solicitation of donations and contributions from students shall be restricted to drives approved by the board.
	Any outside organization desiring to distribute flyers or other materials to students in connection with fund drives may do so only with the approval of the superintendent or designee.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
ACADEMICS
	Bennett Middle School students will be given the opportunities to participate in academic extracurricular organizations and activities including: Spelling Bee, Drama, and Yearbook.






ATHLETICS
	Bennett Middle School will participate in seven sports during the year.  The girls will compete in volleyball, basketball, and track.  The boys will compete in football, basketball, wrestling, and track.  To participate in these sports, a student must receive satisfactory marks in each class for both academic work and citizenship on his/her weekly eligibility report.  

NON-ATHLETIC ELIGIBILITY
	The most important piece to school are academics.  Therefore, any student that has 2 D’s or 1 F will not be allowed to attend sporting events (without a parent), dances or school sponsored extra activity.


Athletic Code of Conduct


The following code of conduct was written to ensure and exciting, positive non-threatening environment for your student.  It is important to remember that student athletes are seen by more community members than other students.  Student athletes are looked up to by others and therefore are role-models and representatives of Bennett Middle School.  This code of conduct was written to set the stage for a great season.  

1. Student athletes are expected to have proper dress and attire at all times and must follow Bennett Middle Schools dress code as stated on pages 7 and 8.
2. Student athletes are expected to be considerate and polite to all adults and other players.
3. Student athletes grade’s are to be C’s or higher. If a student athlete is on the ineligible list, meaning 2-D’s or 1-F in a weeks’ time, the athlete will not be allowed to play in the following weeks games and homework help is mandatory for all ineligible athletes.  If the athlete has 2-D’s or 1- F for 3 weeks the athlete will be removed from the team for the rest of the season. If an athlete is ineligible at the quarter’s end they are not able to participate in the next 3 competitions in the subsequent season.  If an athlete is ineligible for 2 quarters the athlete is not eligible to participate at all in the subsequent seasons.
4. To ensure team play, it is important that all players attend practice every day.  Therefore, if a student athlete has to serve a detention it detracts from the team.  If a student athlete receives a detention he or she may not be able to participate in the next game.  If your student athlete is suspended he or she may be removed from the team to concentrate all their energies on school.
Removal from the team will be determined by the coach and administration.
5. Drug and alcohol use is an illegal activity and will not be tolerated.  If an incident occurs the athlete will be considered for suspension dependent upon investigation by the school administrator.  The student athlete will be removed from the team if found guilty of using/possessing drugs or alcohol.
6. Theft is not acceptable behavior for any athlete.  If an incident occurs the athlete will be considered for suspension dependent upon investigation by the school administrator.  The student athlete will be removed from the team if found guilty of stealing.
7. Proper bus decorum is expected.  Student athletes are not to engage in any inappropriate games that could lead to inappropriate behavior.  Inappropriate behavior encompasses anything listed on page 12 or deemed inappropriate by a coach.  If an incident occurs the athlete will be considered for suspension dependent upon investigation by the school administrator.  Failure to abide by these rules is an immediate removal from the team for the remainder of the season.
8. To participate in a game the student athlete must attend school for the entire day.  Exceptions for doctor’s appointments will be made with prior arrangements.  See your coach to make arrangements.
9. Athletes must ride the bus from Bennett school property to the visiting school to be considered eligible for participation.  Parents may check the students out with your student coach and take them home once the game is finished.










PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS OF STUDENTS
	Parents are encouraged to have their children physically examined prior to entering school and again prior to the fourth, seventh, and tenth grades.  A dental examination is also recommended.
	Any student engaging in any competitive athletics shall, prior to his/her participation in any form of exercise leading to such athletics, be given a physical examination.  
	Further, in any case where physical exercise is rather strenuous (such as physical education classes) and a student has any physical impairment whatsoever, these students may be required to present authorization for such participation.
	Teachers shall be alerted to the general well-being of students and shall refer any questionable situations to the school principal and the school nurse designee.
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STUDENT HANDBOOK INFORMATION

Each student enrolled in Bennett Middle School will receive a Student Handbook the first week of school.  Parents and students are encouraged to read it and familiarize themselves with the contents of the handbook.  Please pay particular attention to the following which are found in the 2010/2011 Student/Parent/Teacher Handbook:

· Admission 
· Academics
· Middle School Promotion Policy
· Middle School Discipline Rules
· General / Athletic Eligibility Rules
· Improper Dress

Dear Bennett Middle School Parents/Guardians and Students,

The administration and staff of Bennett Middle School are devoted to promoting a productive and safe learning environment.  Cooperation is, of course, the key to creating an outstanding school.

We ask that you read the student handbook thoroughly and become familiar with your school’s policies and procedures.  

Please sign and date the form below and have your child return it to the middle school office no later than August 31st, 2010.

Thank you,

Amy M. Burns, Principal
Bennett Middle School

We/I have read the Bennett Middle School Handbook, and we have discussed the policies and procedures with my/our son/daughter.

___________________________				______________________
Student Signature							Date

___________________________				______________________
Parent/Guardian Signature						Date
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